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MINUTES OF THE FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURE 

Date Friday 4th September 2026 
Time 10.00am 
Venue Online via Zoom 
Members 
present 

43 

Apologies 32 
 
The Chair, Simon Britton FASAg welcomed members and confirmed that notice was duly given that the 
first Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Members of the Society of Agriculture, registered charity in 
England and Wales no. 1212403, would take place via Zoom starting at 10am on 4th September 2026 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from the following 32 members: 

John Alvis OBE  FSAg John Haggarty  MSAg 
Ian Bailey  MSAg Jill Hewitt  FPSAg 
Sarah Bolt  MSAg Simon Hickling  FSAg 
Alexander Carson-Taylor  FPSAg CEnv Anthony Hyde  FSAg 
George Cook  FASAg Professor Wynne Jones  FSAg 
Thomas Craddock  MSAg Mark Kingston  PSAg 
Peter Danks  FSAg David Meredith  FASAg 
James Dunn  FASAg James Miles-Hobbs  FASAg CEnv 
Elizabeth Elgie  MSAg Neil Owen  FASAg 
Justin Ellis  PSAg Mark Robins  FPSAg 
Ruth Farrell  FASAg Alan Spedding  FSAg 
Henrietta Farrugia  SSAg Rt Hon. Lord John Taylor  FSAg 
Susie Felix  MSAg Martin Waite  ASAg 
Richard Fuller  MSAg Simon Ward  FASAg 
Nick Green  FPSAg CEnv Rob Wilkinson  FSAg 
Emma-May Gwilt  MSAg  
 

2. First Annual General Meeting 
The meeting noted that this was the first Annual General Meeting of the Society of Agriculture since its 
formal registration as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation on 5th March 2025. 

3. Annual Return and Trustees’ Annual Report (Appendix A) 
It was noted that the Annual Return and Trustees’ Annual Report had been made available on the 
Society’s website. The Annual Return and Trustees’ Annual Report for the year ended 31st December 
2025 were received. No questions were raised. 
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4. Independent Examiner 
It was resolved to appoint James Cowper Kreston as Independent Examiner. This was agreed 
unanimously. 

5. Rules of the Society of Agriculture 
It was noted that the Rules had been made available on the Society’s website. It was resolved to adopt 
the Rules of the Society of Agriculture. This was agreed unanimously. 

6. Election of President 
The Rt Hon. Lord Taylor of Holbeach CBE was elected President. Proposed by Mark Suthern FPSAg and 
seconded by Richard Price FPSAg CEnv. All were in favour. 

7. Election of Chair of Council 
Simon Britton FASAg was elected Chair of Council. Proposed by Andrew Brown JP FPSAg CEnv and 
seconded by Mark Suthern FPSAg. All were in favour. 

8. Election of Vice-Chair of Council 
Mark Suthern FPSAg was elected Vice-Chair of Council. Proposed by Richard Price FPSAg CEnv and 
seconded by Tim Brigstocke MBE FPSAg CEnv. All were in favour. 

9. Election of Treasurer 
Tom Brunt FPSAg was elected Treasurer. Proposed by Kate Russell ASAg CEnv and seconded by Andrew 
Dyke. 

10. Election of members of Council 
On the proposal of the Chair, seconded by the Vice-Chair, the following nominees were elected en bloc: 
 

Tim Brigstocke MBE FPSAg CEnv Andrew Brown JP FPSAg CEnv 

Simon Haley FASAg Wendy Jenkins FASAg 

David Meredith FASAg Richard Price FPSAg CEnv 

Kate Russell ASAg CEnv Ian Smith FSAg 
 

John Giles FSAg was not included in the election because he had not confirmed his willingness to stand, 
possibly due to being away on holiday. Victoria Bywater confirmed that, subject to his agreement, he 
may instead be appointed to Council by co-option at the next Council meeting. 

11. Any Other Business 
Richard Price FPSAg CEnv thanked Simon Britton FASAg for his work. Simon Britton thanked Victoria 
Bywater FSAg for ensuring a smooth transition and for her ongoing work. 

The meeting closed at 10.08am. 
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Society of Agriculture AGM minutes - 4th September 2026 (continued) 

Appendix A1 - Annual Return 2025 
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Appendix A2 - Trustees’ Annual Report 2025 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 


